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INDIANA STATE SENTINEL.

Annual Report of the Aunditor of State.

The Report of the Acditor of the State is one of
the most important documents presented to the peo-
ple by Legislutive enactnent. While a Governor’s
message may recommend measures for the future, the
Auditor's Report tells whal has been done. We shall| gnd cancelled 2,611,000, leaving outstanding on the
make but few, if any, comments upon this document. | 15t day of November, 1515, 212,500,000. The Agent
We might refer to particulars in this, as in the Au-| of State reports that he has received bonds to the
ditor's former report. These matters, however, be- amount of §20,000, which would leave the outstand-
long more exclusively to the Legislature. ing bonds at this time, §12,430,000, on which amount

Under the 24th section of chap. 6, Revised Statutes the Bank pays the interest on 21,390,000, leaving to

The Auditor then gives statements of the condition
of the various Trust and other Funds, and of the Pub-
lic Debt.

The Report shows that from Auvgust, 1332, until
the passage of the act of January 2Tth, 1842, State
Bonds on various accounts were issued 1o the amount
of 215,111,000. OF these there have been redeemed

of 1843, it is made the duty of the Auditor of the
State *to report and exhibit to the General Assem-
bly, at its annual meeting, a complete statement of
the revenues, taxables, funds, resources, incomes and
property of the State, known to his office ; and of the
public revenues, and expenditures of the preceding
fiscal year, with a detailed estimale of the expendi-
tures to be defrayed from the Treasury for the ensuing
year,” &e. &e. &e. |
The Auditor then gives the receipt at the State
Treasury, for the last year, viz: t

Total receipts from Nov. 1st, 1844, to
Oct. 31st, 1845, inclusive, 81,132 413 76
371,746 44

Balance on hand Nov. 1st, 1844,

21,504,160 20
The expenditures have been, on the
various accounts set forth, $744,982 80
This leaves a balance in the Treasury,
on the 1st day of November, 1845,
provided all warrants issued prior

to that date had been paid, of

There are, however, outstanding war-
rants to the amount of

True amount in the Treasury at the

close of the fiscal year, ending Oct.

31, 1345, $§770,123 40

The Auditor remarks, that ** in reference to this |
balance—which standing unexplained would indicate
s high degree of financial prosperity —the remark |
made in the last annual report from this office may |
here be repeated : It consists almost wholly of a cur- !
rency which cannot be made available in defraying
the ordinary expenses of the government, and posses-
sing no value except as it evidences a gratifying re-
duction of our public debt. The anticipation in-
dulged at the date of that report, that a suﬂ:‘u:ient‘|
amount of current fands would be paid in, on account’
of revenue collected in 1244, to meet the demands up-
on the Treasury, during the year just closed, has been
nearly realized.
have been presented and audited, have been liquidated
without inconvenience to the public creditors; and it
is presumed that but little embarrassment will be en-

§759,177 40

10,851 00

be provided for, interest on 811,090,000,
“The amount of interest which will be due, on the

1st day of January mnext, on bonds outstanding, is as

follows, to-wit:

On $100,000 Wabash and Erie caral bonds«, for
five years, at six per cenl.,

Ou $36,000 at seven per cent,, fur three years
and a half,

On $10,954,000, for five years, at five per cent,,

Total, $2,777,330
Qur whole foreign debt is then as follows :
ta

Bonds on which the State Aes to pay interest, $11,090,000
Bonds o which the Bank pays interest, 1,390.000
luterest which will be due January Ist, 1846, 2,777,320

$30,000

8,820
2,738,500

Total, ) $15257320
The following is the amount of interest falling due
annually :
On $100,000, at six per cent.,
On $36,000, at seven per cent.,

On $10,954,000, at five per cent.,

Total, $556,220
““The number of polls returned for 1544, from eigh-
ty-four counties, as shown in tabular statement No.

$6 000
2520
547,700

10 of my last annual report, was 112,338, and the |

total value of taxables in the same counties, was

£110,569,803. Since the date of that report, the six
counties from which no reports had been received in
time, have made returns showing the fullowing amount
of polls and taxable property, to-wit :
Polls.
1,730
1,158

622
1346

699

Tarables.
Allen, $ 1,711,037
Cass,
Dekalb,
Madison,
Naoble,
White,

563,310
1,383,610

522 084
441 403 085

Total, 5,996 85 668,162
Tl.ese sums being a lded to the returns heretofure
reported, would show the number of polis and value
of taxable property in the State for 1844 to be as fol-
lows, to wit:
Polis. Tazabl:e.
118,334 £116,237 965

*‘ The returns for 1845, in consequence of the de-
linquency of some of the county auditors, are still

more deficient than they were last year; but from an |

examination of those already received, the opinion is

Up to this date, all claims which justified that the number of polls for 1845 will be in-

creased about 6,000 over the returns for 1544, and
the value of taxables about $2,300,000, According
to this estimale—and it is to be regretted that a full
statement cannot now be officially made—the number

1,U84 936 |

The total payments on account of six per cent. tressury
notes have then been :
On sccount of principal,

$£1,008,565 00
On sccount of interest,

120,678 07

Total, $1,129.233 07
FIVE PER CENT. TREASURY NOTES,
Under the act of January 31, 18432, pro-
viding for the payment of the debt to the
Bank on sccount of sdvances for Internal
| Improvement purposes, five por cent. treasu-
| ry notes were issued to the amount of
Of these noles, there were can-
celled, Sept. 19, 1843,
Cancelled Jaunuary 11th, 1844,
Cancelled Januvary 31st, 1845,

$722,640 00

$46,350 00
91 990 0O
72,405 0

Total to January 31st, 1845, $210,745 00

Outstanding January 31st, 1845, $511,885 00
| The amount received during the |ast fiscal year,
according to the report of the Treasurer of
State, is, 70,570 00

Outstanding at this date, $441.325

The following amounts of interest have been allowed on

thess notes, when received at the treasary:
On those cancelled prior to November Ist, 1843, $315 76
On those cancelled January 11th, 1844, 3823 52
On those cancelled January 31st, 1545, 4,873 51
$5.812 79

Total to January 31st, 1845,
Amount allowed on those received during the
last fiseal year, as reported by the Treasurer

of State, 10,229 31

Total to this date, $19,042 10
The entire payments on account of five per cent. treasury

notes have then been:
On account of principal,

| $281.315 00
On account of interest,

19,042 10

Total, €300.357 10
The eutire delt of the State, both foreign and domestic,
may be summed ap as follows, to wit:

Bunds on which the State has to pay interest, $11.090.000

Bends on which the bank pays interest, 1.590 000

Intetest which will be due January 1st, 1846, 2,717,326

Six per cent treasury notes outstinding, 491,435
luterest now due on six per cent Lieasury notes,

147,000

441,325

€9,000

(estimated,)
Five per cent. treasury notes outstanding,

58,000
$16,462.050

Interest now due un five per cent. Leasury

notes, (esiimated,)
Loan from the bank, under act of January 15,

1844,

The amount of interest to be paid annually on lhe forego-
ing debt, i as follows, to wit:
Interest on bonds as above stated,
Interest on six per cent. lieasury notes,
Interest on five per ceul. Lieasuiy Doles,

$536,220
29,456
22 066

Total, $607,772

“Thus it will be seen that the faith of the State
stands pledged for the ulumate payment of a debt
nearly equal to one-scventh of the value of all its
taxables, and for the payment of an annual interest
account about equal, at this time, (without including
the interest falling due on the bank bonds,) to one
half of one per centum of the value of all its taxable
property. Such an amount of indebtedness is well
| calculated to excite in the mind of every one having
| the prosperity of the State at heart, the most painful
| forebodings ; but gloomy as the future undoubtedly

countered in providing for the payment of such as of polls assessed in 1345 would be 124,334, and the | is, the path of honor is still clearly discernible ; and

Value of all taxables in 1843,
Value of same in 1544, 116,337,965

lllel.‘”l m, ,m
“The increase in the value of our taxable property

during the last year, though not so large es was an-

The American who looks around, and beholds the ele-
vated position of this great Republic, and contemplates
the distant futare, when millions of e shall be
por'mg on the shores of the Pacific, and sees the blessings
whic

this Government bas conferred, and is yet 10 con-
fer upon its own citizens, and the oppressed of other
lands, if he believes in the power of an overruling Provi-

$118,615,197

The late Foreign News.
We copy the following from the N. Y. ““ News,™

as being indicative of the effect at the East, of the
late news from England, and of the character of the
news itself :

ticipated, furnishes gratifying evidence of the mdi-]
ly expanding resources of the State. Since 1840, the |
lncresss has be‘en Q‘#),ﬁlﬁ,ﬁﬁﬂ';. Simie 1841, 32]‘"‘ land and France ?

|872,057 ; and since 1542, §8,722.775. The nctof | The principles of the illustrious Washington, expressed
1843, exempting from taxation all property not liable in his letter 10 Patrick Henry, of the date of the 9th of

- t, 1795, in which he invited him to accept of the
| to execution, reduced the value of taxables returned ,gice of Secretary of State, should be familiar 10 every

that year, compared with their value in 1842, &5,-' American citizen. The original is now belore me by
the favor of a friend, and from it 1 extract the fullowing,

dence, who designs results for wise purposes, should ne:-
ther be disturbed nor annoyed, when the question is
asked—1oo ofien by far—what 18 to be the course of En-

485,200 ; and the returns for 1345, therefure show
'an increase over those of 1843, of §14,208,065. The
average increasc has been nearly five and a half mil-
lions of dollars per annum, which, at our present
'rates of taxation, would have annually added to the
receipts at the treasury about ten thousand dollars.
The average value per acre of lands and improve-
;menu in 1841 was 85 19; 1n 1341, 85 59; in 1843,
85 09; in 1544, 85 05, and for the present year, is
#1 95; thus showing a reduction each year on the
‘value per acre, notwithstanding the improvememsi
that, in a State whose population has increased like |
ours, must have been made, to so large an extent.”

The Auditor then proceeds to state the probable cause |
of this reduction, and recommends legislative action
'on the subject. |
Also, a tabular statement exhibiting the amount of |
'taxeu assessed in the ?e\-ernl counties, for various
| purposes, which, excepting seven counties not return-
| ed, shows the following resalt :

l Amount assessed for State purposes for 1845, $319,424 51
| Amount assessed for county purposes, 312,785 89
| Amount assessed for road purposes, 106,938 75
| Amount assessed for school purposes, 6,904 00
Amount assessed for towuship purposes, 4,470 76

Tolal assessments for 1845,
Add delinquencies of former years charged on
the daplicates for 1345,

$750,524 91
118,572 13 |

Total amount of the duplicates for 1845, $569,097 04 |

The Auditor estimates the amount to be collected
on the duplicates for 1945, at 8275,324 51.

The Auditor closes, by referring to the conflicting
provisions of the law relative to the tenure of office |
of county treasurers, and an Appendix relative to the |
State Prison, Borrowers of Trust Funds; and tolls
and expenditures on the Wabash and Erie Canal.

We may again have occasion to allude to the Re-
port, and particulars not noticed above.

Wm. Cost Johmnson upon the Oregon!
Question.

We find the following letter from the Hon. Wm.
Cost Jobnson, in the N. Y. Journal of Commerce of
Nov. 2. Mr. Johnson is well known as a late mem-
ber of Congress from Maryland. Being a Whig in
politics, his views in favor of Oregon will be regard- |

italicising the words underscored in the original auto-
graph letter.

“ [ can most religiously aver, I have no wish which 1s |

incompatible with the diguity, bappiness and true inter-
est of the people of this country. My ardent desire is,
and my aim has been (as tar as has depended upon the
Executive department) to comply stnctly with all our en-
gasemenufweigu and domestic ; but 1o keep the United
States free from political connexions with every other
country—to see them independent of all, and under the
influence of none. In a word, | want &n American char-
acter, that the powers ol Europe may be convinced we
act for ourselves, and not for others. This, in my judg-
ment, is the only way to be respected abroad, and happy
at home ; —and not by becoming the partizans of Great
Britain or France, create dissensions ; — disturb the pub-
lie tranquillity ; —and dissolve, pachaps, lorever, the ce-
ment which binds the Union.

“ 1 am satisfied that these sentiments cannot be other-
wise than congenial to your own—your aid therefore in
carrying them into effect, would be fatiering and plea-
sing to,

i Dear Sir,
“ Your most cbed’t and
“ very hb'le serv't,

“G. WASHINGTON.'
“ Patrick Henry, Esq.”

And further,—let me here introduce a paragraph from
a letter of one of the most distinguished and eloquent
Statesmen of America, Fisher Ames, ol old Massachu-
satts. | have been fortunate 1o light my eye on this au-
tograph letter from Mr. Ames, written to Alexander
White, of Winchester, Virginia, a member of the old
Congress, dated May 24, 1794, and never before pub-
lished. After freely and fully discussing the state of the
Nation, he proceeds to say—** We have still, however,
too much of them, (alluding to foreign mterference. )—
Great Britain has conducted in a manner not to be borne,
and confidence in the French ought to have its limits. 1
would not offend any of them, by needlessly showing
distrust, but | would not hazard America by really lay-
it aside. Let them all keep at a civil distance."”

The great and wise principles here laid down, should
never be abandoned. The father of his country wished
to establish an American character—ihat we should set
for ourselves, and not for others, and not only make the
sentiment known, but maintain it before the world. Our
natiwonal movement is onward. Those at home who are
in the habit of predicting the dissolution of our Union,
may have belicvers abroad, but they have no prosselytes
at home.

There are some, who for peculiar considerations desire
the abandonment of our elaim to Oregon, and speak of a
separate Republic. 1 huombly conceive that they will

 have but few to join their standard ; either ready to par-
OWesr, or counlenance |

cel out our territory 1o a foreign
the establishment of an independent sovereignty on its
soil. T'he strength and durability of the nation is in the
magnitude of its surface. Temporary excitements in
ona section are spent almost before known at the ex-
tremities,

may fall due, from this time until the present year's value of taxable property 118,537,965, Adopting | with a steady determination on the part of our people
revenue shall be paid in. The balance now in the these amounts as the basis of calculation, and sup- | and their representatives to walk in it, we need not
Treasury, it is true, is not available to any considera- p()Sing our treasury nole circulation absorbed, the ‘ YV o o8 Sope ol h:mi aebhgoeit oy Ull: Pt
bl A e ! - for 1845 | . following statements will show the amount that would | position. Between duty and dlsg"r;\cc. a State l_'k‘-'

e extent ] at as the revenue for IT 13 now in rO‘JﬂhI'i" be realized. under different rates of taxation, | ours cannot hesitatle to choose. Without nﬁkmg L=

ed with the greater interest, as they cannot be sup- |
posed to grow out of any special attachment to the|g,
Administration of Mr. Polk.

Wasmincrox, Nov. 17, 1845.

In expressing the opinion that the title of the United
ates is good 10 the entire of Oregon, and the hope that
the nation will never asbandon its c¢laim, 1 would not be
| considered as entertaining the desire that it shoold act
| precipitately ; but with dignity aud courage, which

process of collection, the holders of warrants hereaf- 5. . fund to be appropriated to the payment of inter- | possibilities from our people, or grinding them to the

ter to be issued can readily convert them into cash,
by prescuting them for payment to the County Trea-
surers. '

“ QOur treasury note circulation having been so
largely reduced, aud the notes being now at a high
premium, in consequence of the accumulated interest,
the opinion may be expressed with the wimost confi-
dence, that the amount of current funds, which will
be collected and paid in, on account of the present
year's collections, will be more than sufficient to free
the Treasury from the difficulties under which it has
labored, for the last three years. And having once
got rid of these embarrassments, it may safely be re- |
lied upon, that economy in our expenditures and
prompt collections of revenue, will preclude all neces-
sity of again resorting to that short-sighted policy,
which, for the sake of present relief, postpones the
evil that is sure to come with increased aggravation
at last.”

The Auditor gives the expenditures of the State
Government for the fiscal year, ending Oct. 3lst,
1845, which amount in the aggregate to §71,122 20,

**The expenditures ou the same accounts, (with
the exception of Presidential Electors,) for the year
1844, was 293363 73 — thus showing a reduction
for the year 1345 of §22,246 44 —an amount large
enough certainly to satisfy the strongest desire fur re-
trenchment and economy. The accounts which have
undergone the largest reduction are those for public
printing, and for stationery and fuel—the former hav-
ing been reduced $11,624 59, and the latter §10,-
802 44, making an aggregate of §22.427 03, only
83,000 less than the entire expenses of the Legisla-
ture at one session. The judiciary account has been
reduced over 83,000, and the expenditures for specific
purposes above $2,500. The probate account issome
1,300 larger than last year, and considerably more
than was anticipated when the estimate was made, in
the last annual report from this office, of the probable
amount of ordinary expenditures for 1845 ; this has
occurred principally in consequence of many claims
of long standing having been presented and liquida-

ted ; in the absence of these, the estimate would pro- |
bably not have been exceeded. It is to be regretted |
that the expenditures for conveying convicts to the |
State Prison have, also, exceeded the amount estima-
ted and appropriated.”

The amounts necessary to meet the ordinary ex-
penditures for 1846, the Auditor estimates 1 inder the
different heads to be $67,100 00.

“These estimates,” says the Auditor, * contem-
plate a reduction of four thousand dollars, as com-
pared with the expenditures of 1845, largely as they
were reduced from those of previous years. The
State House having undergone thorough repair during
the Jast year, the expenditure on that account, for
some years yet, will probably not exceed the amount
above estimated, ($500,) and which is designed mere-
ly to cover the necessary outlay in improving the
grounds, and preparing the house for the reception of
the Legislature.”

He recommends, as another step towards economy,
as well as preventing embarrassment at the Treasury,
that the appropriation towards the State House be put
under the control of the Librarian, and his certificates
be vouchers for the necessary warrants. Under an
Aonest Librarian, such as we have at present, we se-
cond the recommendation with all our heart.

The report then gives the unexpended balances, viz:
$1.220 &4
10,365 81

623 52

4,721 39
302 36
2,400 00
10 60

- 113 63
master Generals,) 24 48

$19,785 23
riation overdrawn :

$14,141 5
2,781 00
116 27

7517 1
I:OI“

4179

Total, . - ! $25,398 66
The Auditor adds: “Ths mmmn

State Prison (conveying eo;viel!,)
Specific Appropriation

Mititia, { Adjatant
Tetal,

It also gives
m: v
i'npuuhl.u.
Officers

and Qoarter-

pprop

the a

est on our public debt. ™

An aseessment of 50 cents on each poll, suppos-
ing the number of polls lo be, in round num-
bers, 124,000, would give - -

An assessment of 20 cents on each $100 of taxa-
bles, setting down the amount at $118,000,000,
would give - -

Total,

Dedoet fiom this am unt,
Delinguencies on the asssessments for
the year,
Costs of Collection,
Aonual ordinary expenditures

Total,

& 62,000

236,000
$333,000

$50,000
16,000

of the State, 75,000

- - -

5 fe0 " n - = = 141,000

Surplus in the treasury,

An assessment of 50 cents on each poll, and 25
cents on the $100 of taxables, wonld give
Delinquencies of former yeass collected,

Total,
Deduct for delinquen~ies o
Costs of collectiun,
Annual expenditures of the State,

- - -

$192,000

$357,700
35,000

$392,000

n $35

$60,000
17,000
75,000

7,000,

Total, €152,000

$240,000

- - -

Surplue in the treasury, -

An assessment of 50 cenis on each poll, and 30

cents on each $100 of taxables, would give
Delinquencies of former yeais collected, -

$416,000
- 40,000
Total, $456 000
Deduct for delinguencies o
Costs of collection,

Annual expenditures of the Statas,

$70,000
18 500
75,000

n $416,0C0,

Total, $163,500

Surplus in the treasury, - $292 500
An assessment of 50 cents on each poll, and 35

cents on the $100 of taxables, would give
Delinquencies of former years collected,

- $475.000
45,000

—_—

$520,000

Total, - - -
Deduct for delinquencies on $475,000,

Costs of collection,
Annpual expendituies of St

$50,000
19,500
75 000

- -

ate, -

Total, =

$174,500
Surplus in the treasury, - $345,500
To meet the whole annual interest account, there

| would be required a levy of fifly ceats on each poll,

and sixty cents on each hundred dollars of taxable
property, even should the ratio of delinquency remain
the same as above estimated; this, however, cannot
reasonably be anticipated. The resources of our
people remaining the same, it must be evident that so
large an advance in the rate of taxation must be
attended with a heavy increase of the taxes returned
delinquent.

In the event that the Wabash and Erie canal should
be completed to Evansville, out of the proceeds of the
lands donated by the General Government for that
purpose, it is sapposed by many persons, whose ac-
quaintance with subjects of this kind entitles their
opinions to great respect, that the profits of the work
will obviate, to no small extent, the necessity of a
resort to direct taxation. Traversing as that work
will for nearly four hundred miles, a region of coun-

{ try unrivalled in the fertility of its soil, and rapidly

filling up with an enterprising and industrious popu-
lation, fur the surplus produce of whose labor a ready
access o market will thus be opened, it is believed
that this canal, when once completed, will compare
favorably, in point of business done and profits realized
with any simdar improvement in the United States.

SIX PER CENT. TREASURY NOTES.

The Legislature, at the session of 133940, by an
act, which went iato effect on the 15th day of Feb.,
1840, providing for the relief of contractors and
others engaged on the public works, directed the issue
of Treasury Notes to the amount of one million and
a half of dollars, bearing six per cent. interest, and
receivable in payment of taxes. Under that act,
Treasury Notes were issued as follows, to wit :
Amount issued to October, 1840, $£1.289,000
Amount issued to December, 1540, 43,000
Amount issued to October, 1841, 121,000
Amount issued to August, 1842, 47,000

Total, $1,500,000
Of this amount there were cancelled,

June 2, 1841, 147,700

September 19, 1843, 398,565

Janaery 11, 1844, 200,525

January 31, 1845, 114.540

Total,

Amount sutstanding Januvary 31, 1845,
The amount received during the last fiscal yesr,
as reported by the Treasurer of State, is

Amoant outstanding at this date,

The amount of interest allowed on these notes
when received at the treasury, was as follows :
Am't allowed on those cancelied June 2, 1841, $4,403 84
Am’t allowed on those cancelled Sept. 19, 1843, 28 910 33
Am't allowed on those cancelled Jan. 11, 1844, 28,358 00
Am't sllowed on thoss cancelled Jan. 31, 1845, 22 659 90

Totsl to Jenuary 81, 1845, $84,332
M-Mn“m::dhhlhm %
1845, s# reporied by the Treasurer of Stale, 36,346 00

Total to this date, $120,678 07

$861 330
$638,670
147,235

$491,435

| dust with ruinous and oppressive taxation, leading to
a losas of all respect for their government and laws,
we may still furnish the world with evidence, that
‘we regard the slightest breach of plighted faith as
exhibiting a want of that inoral principle upon which
obligativns depend,’ and that in our opinion any State
| which may refuse to acknowledge the sanctity of just
obligations, *will have forfeited her station in the sis-
terhood of States, and no luonger be worthy of their
confidence and respect,” And it would be fortunate
for the reputation of the State, as well as gratifying
to our creditors, should this evidence consist, hereaf-
ter, of some definite aclion, rather than general ex-
pressions of legislative opinion. No time ecould be
more propitious for such action than the present ; each
| year that passes by without some provision being
| made for our public debt will add heavily toits weight;
'and should we continue to shrink from the assump-
| tion of just responsibility, the time cannot be far dis-
tant when even the hope of relief will be lost. As
yet, there is nothing in the past that need excite a
| sense of humiliation. Reproaches from cerlain quar-
fers have not been wanting, but happily for the char-
{acter of the State, it has been found less dificult to in-
| dulge in denunciatory epithets, than to find the evi-
| dence that would justify their use. In the last four
| vears, the State of Indiana has raised, by the direct
|, tax upon the persons and property of her citizens, the
| sum of $1,156,000, besides defraying the expenses of
| collection, which may be estimated at §70,000 more
—thus making the requisition upon the tax-paying
] population amount to more than 300,000 per annum.
| During the same period she has contributed towards
| the payment of her debt existing in the shape of six
per cent. treasury notes, as will be seen by reference
[to the preceding part of this report, upwards of
eleven hundred thousand dollars—a fact to which her
| people may appeal in vindication of the fair fame of
the State from the odium of repudiation. Her obli-
gations to her own citizens, to the amount of more
than two millions of dollars, have, in the embarrassed
state of her finances, not ouly justified but rendered
imperative, a temporary postponement of the claime
of her foreign creditors; under like circumstances,
such has been the policy of all governments, and it is
too sound in principle and too well fortified by pre-
cedent, t> be a proper ground for censure; but our
domestic debt having been reduced to a comparatively
inconsiderable amount, the cheering prospect is now
presented, that there must soon accumulate in the
| treasury, even ungder our present rate of taxation, a
|fund. which if not suflicient fully to meet all just de-
| mande on account of our public debt, may serve, in
connection with other resources, as a basis fi'r some
| arrangement with the holders of our bonds, acceptable
| to them and not dishonorable to ourselves. And bav-
|ing once agreed upon some mutually satisfactory
| principles of adjustment, we may safely trust that,
with an economical government and a law-abiding
and faith-preserving people, the credit of our State
will again be restored, her honor forever placed
beyond the reach of suspicion, and the tide of popu-
lation that is now sweeping beyond our borders be
stayed in our midst, and ity energies directed to the
further development of our rescurces.

The balance of the Report comprises statements of
the Receipts and Expenditures on account of the va-
rious Public Works; statement of business done on
the Wabash and Erie Canal during the year 1845, so
far as reports had been received ; assessment and col-
| lection of taxes for 1844, &e.; a tabular statement
exhibiting the number of polls and acres of land, and
the value of lands, value of improvements, value of
town Jots and buildings, value of corporation stock,
value of personal property, and the total value of all
taxables, assessed for 1845, in the several counties
in this State, excepting the counties of Allen, Cass,
Crawford, Dekalb, Richa-dville, Spencer and White,
from which no returns have been received. Estimat-
ing these counties the same as last year, the fullow-
ing will show the taxables of the State for 1845 as
compared with 1344,

Polls returned in 1845,
Polis returned in 1544,

124,540
118,334

—_—

6,206
16,206,176
15,616,319

589,857
$57,943,431
56,859,280
$1,084,142
$22,501,910
22,020,961
$180,949
$13,031,168
12,838,070

Increase,

Acres of land assessed in 1845,

Acres assessed in 1844,
Toerease,

Value of lands in 1845,

Value of lands in 1844,
Increase,

Value of improvements in 1845,

Value of same in 1844,
Inerease,

Value of towo lots snd buildings io 1545,

Value of samie in 1844,
Increase,

Value of tion stock In 1845
v.mdmnm 4

Increase,

Velue of ameta 11, 1 145

Increase,

$193,008

176
*lesro

$7,723

To ths Editors of tke Journal of Commerce.

GesTiemes—My attention has been called to a letter
in a late number of your paper, in which some pointed
allusion is made to opinions of mine, on the Oregon ques- |
tion, while acting in an official capacity as chuirman of
a select Committee, in the House of Representatives of
the United States.

I believe with your correspondent, that many of the
Whigs in Congress were in favor of asserting the title of
the United States to the whole of Oregon.

His statements in regard to the Report on State relief
made by me, in the sessiou of 1342-3, szem to call for
some explanation.

When acting as Chairman of that Committee, it be-
came my duty to make a Report in accordance with the |
views of its members. In the progress of those labors I |
called on the Commissioner of Public Lands, for an esti-
mate of the number of acres of all the public lands of the |
United States. He furnished me with a copy of a table |
i which the area of the public lands was caleulated 10
the 49th degree of North latitude. This statement I was
unwilling to incorporate in the report, and required the

. 1
Commissioner to make the enleulation to the latitude of
54 degrees 40 minutes, ‘The Commissioner informed me

that he previously farnished Lord Ashburton with a|
copy of the same or a similar table, caiculated to the 49th |
egres.

fis I considered the title of the U. S. was as good to |
all of Oregon as a part, and was vahd as to the whole,
I required the calculator to embrace what | believed to |
be all the lands of the United States. It was accordingly |
made, nnd entered on the books of the Land Office, and
[ was furnished with a copy,® which will be found in |
House report 206, 3d session of the 20t Congress, ns
follows :

“ o making the foregoing estimate, the parallel of 49 |
degraes of North latitude was 1aken as the northern boun- |
dary of Oregon territory. 1f the parallel of 54 degrees 40 |
minutes, (the Northernmost line claimed by the Lnitedl
States,) be taken as the boundary, then 104,640,000 acres |
will be added to the whole surface, and the aggregate |
amount of the public domain remaining to be sold by the |
United States will be 1,042,731 675 ucres, which at the
minimum price of the public lands, would yield a reve-
nue of §1,303,414,706.

¢ A true copy from the record ;

THOMAS H. BLAKE,
Commissioner.

“ Hon. W. Cost Jounsox, Chairman Select Com. on
State Relief, House of Representatives.” !

In the body of the Report, at page 13, is the following |
sentence: — * By the estimate of the Commussioner of |
the General Land Office, (referring to the Commission- |
er's report in the appendix,) the guantity of land, yet un-
sold, or claimed by the United States, is one thousand
forty-two mullions seven hundred and thirly-one thou-
sand, seven hundred and sixty-five acres, which, estima-
ted at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, the
minimum Government price, would make the sum of
their value to be, one thousand three hundred and three
millions, four hundred and fourteen thousand, seven hun- |
dred and six dollars and twenty-five cents, being nearly
seven times the amount of Guvernment stuck proposed to |
be issued.”

When the Report was read to the Committee, 1t was
approved, and signed by the members in the following
order :

William Cost Johnson,

Meredith P. Gentry,

Juhn Quiney Adams, Calvary Morris,

Zadock Casey, Jacob M. Howard,
James H. Cravens.

The appendix being not completed, at the time, I was
nulhnrizeny the Committee to prepare it, and it was or-
dered to be printed by the House o?lteprmmaﬁveu, on
the 2d March, 1843.

How far the several members of the Commiltee may
consider themselves committed in tavor of the claim of
the United States to all of Oregon, can only be decided |
by themselves. 1 examined the subject, at the time, and
subsequent examination has confirmed my convictions
that the entire claim of the United States iz good.

It had never been viewed asa party question, and [/
nope it never will be. What results party excitement |
may prodoce, I will not speculate upon.

Notwithstanding there exists a Treaty between the
United States and Great Britain, for the jeint occupation
of Oregon as far northas the 541h deg. 40 min., it is some-
times smd that if' we assert our right to all of Ovregon, it
may produce serious difficultics between the United States
and Great Britain; and for this reason it is urged, by
some, that the U. States should abandon their claim to
all the territory beyond the 49th degree of north latitude,
&e. Mlhongﬁ the treaty did not settle the question in
dispute, it did not strengthen the English claim, nor wea-
ken that of the United States. It left the right and title
of the United States as previously existing, and nothing
since has impaired, either the validity of our original 1.
tle, or lessened our capacity to maintsin it. It is doubt-
less unwise, in either England or the Unitud States, 10
desire a war between the two countries, nor do the

sople of either country desire it ; but the I;;npla of the
F:ilrd States are the last in the world to abandon a just
right under the apprebensions of a war. Jtis not their
charncter.

‘This is not a time when the United States can aban-
don any of her proper rights. The recent efforts of En-
gland and France 1o prevent the annexation of Texas
and thereby prevent the spread of our republican insti-
tutions, fbtz-id it, if there were not other high conside-

Whether the lan

e -

rations.

of M. Guizot, as the n of
the French Cabinet,(which wassubstantially that France
will interfere, in restraining the growth, and power and
glory of this Republic, by maintaining the balance of
power,) was induced in considerstion of the ex
tection and gaardianship of the English Government in
the qul descent ol tlnbl:mcb o:_'.!:::n.or t:: ;mlt ol; s
candi ance, on t rance, 10
the ,..m H’:ﬁnuﬁm, ?:'.'.u not attempt
to deeide. '!.flhhh.u ru::_- controlled, it was an jo-
sult to the French people ; if the latter, an indigoity to
the United States. «

*i believe the Commissioner made a subsequen “u.put

|

James Cooper,
Thomas F. Marshall,

t
|

avoids all cxtremes
Very respectfully,

WILLIAM COST JOHNSON.

The Corn Crops of Europe.

The Jourmal of Commerce extracts from the Ga-
zelte d Augsburg, the following article on the crops
of 1545 in Euarope. Our readers should remember
that the term corn is applied as we apply the word

grain.  The article will be of interest to our people,

| and may be profitable to such as take newspapers :

“ According to the custom we have adopted, we shall di-
vide our accbunt of the results of the Jast crop inte two
parts—one referring to the east, and the other to the west of
Eurcpe. For several years past the east threatens us with
sterility ; it first of all began in Russia, spread over Poland
and Prussia, and appeared even this year likely to diffuse
itsell in the east of Germany. Experience has geverally
proved that in the boreal latitude the miny years are more
slerile than the dry ones. This fact has again becn con-
firmed during the last years. It was humidity that dimin-
ished the crops a few yeass ago in Russia, and which pre-
duced the like effect i Puland, Caticia and Upper Silesia, in
the course of Jast year. Iu Germany the humidity has not
produced any unfaverable consequences, but in certain coun-
tries ; there are others, on the contiary, which have suffered
for want of rain. The results of the crops are, in the mean
time, far from being satisfactory, and, from the caleula-

tions which have been made, will not sutlice the public con- |

sumplion. _ ;
“ It is far from our intention to represent the situation of

| things in more dreary colors than belong 1o it; but we do |

not wish, and we ought not, 1o exaggerale the advantages of
it, desirous as we are of attaining our present object, which
is to furnish an exact appreciation of actual circumstances.
We shall separately name the different countries, and indi-
cate the supplies they stand in need or can dispose of.

“ Russia will have sufficient corn for the whole empire,
without purchasing auy foreiga corn. [ts governments are
in a posilion to assist mutually each olher, but it is very
doubtful whether they can send much orn abroad.

“ The crops of Poland are not sufficient for its geveral con-
sumption, and, vnless it has been previously supplied, will
suffer from a scarcity, or be obliged to receive corn from
abroad. But whom can one have recourse to when oune’s

| neighbors have only bad themselves but middling crops, and
have not wherewith 1o supply the deficiency? Money also is |

*

gcarce in Poland, and important sums cannot be sent abroad
to purchase corn.

“The kingdom of Prussia has greatly suffered last year,
and this fiom inundations, which have ravaged precisely
its most feitile countries; and want, which is generally
felt there, is on the point of transforming itself into actoal
famine.

“The news (rom Pomerania agrees in stating that the re-
sults of the last crops are very mediocre. '

“In the Grand Duchy of Posen only a middling crop has
been obtlained, and anterior provisions can alone prevent a
scarcity. The author does not remember having heard such

| numercus and general complaints, unless it be in the years

1804 and 1817, God grant that the unforfunate events of
that epoch be not again reproduced ! There are in this pro-
vince whole countries where the usual corn-sellers will be
obliged themselves to make purchases the next spring. The
situation of Galicia is still worse. The price of rye rose 60
per cent, immediately after the crops: it is still on the rise.

“In Hungary, which is usaally so productive, the govern- |

ment has bee~ obﬁ;lgd to lay in large stores of corn to pre-
vent a famine, he hope entertained of having good
crops has been still more cruelly disappointed than in Si-
lesia.

« “In Austria, Moravia, and Bohemia, the results of this
year’s crops are Below those of the average ones, and must
scarcely suffice for the general consumption.

“ If we consider the west of Germany, we find lirst of
all, that the crops in Saxony have mot precisely failed, al-
though they are very far from being abundant. The same
may be said of the provinees of Brandenburg and of Mag-
debu

“

.

g

avaria, Jike other eouniries, has «uffered greatly this
year from bail-storms and water-spouts; the results of the
crops have in consequence been diminished, as likewise by

to the cultivation of comn.
the country of Baden, Westphalia, and the

favorable
“ Wurtemburg,

which has ravaged the potato crop will be severely felt.
Nevertheless, the potato ciop has been generally good
throughout western Germany ; it will supply many deficien-
cies in the crops of other places, although they are mnotso
much grown as in other paris of Germany.

% Belgium and Holland have had but bad crops; and the
news {rom France sufficiently proves that this year has not
been a productive ove,

“ Spain occupies but an inferior rauk among corn-growing
countries ; still reports from this country do not mention
that the crops have been deficient.

« England, whete the istates of the European continent
generally find a market for their surplus corn, appears lo-
day to be re-assured on the wants of its internal consumption,
or at least the alarming news which arrived from that country
has been succeeded by much more favorable intelligence.
Those who count upon cein supplies from the Baltic and
provinees of the North Sea will befmstly deceived ; the
prices of these productions will first of all be very high,and
in the second place the guantilies that can be supplied very
small. A great quantity of wheat bas this year been struck
by blight, and this disease, which has spread throughout
Germany, Poland, and Hungary, has deteriorated the quality
of the corn as well as diminished the quantity. Further, it
cannot now be accurately known whether at a later period
England will not be reduced to supply itsell from abroad,
for it is well known that it is only in case of an abundant
crop that enough corn can be grown for the country. In the
contrary case she will Jook to mpﬁlm from America, ot
from the countries bordering on the Black Sea.

“ In Scandinavia, that is to say, Denmark, Norway, and
Sweden, the crops have not been satisfactory. In a few
w it may be said that for many years past there

so ynfavorable a year as the present ooe 3 and
added that last year only furnished but indifferent
eomparison with the ones, this circum-

ruﬂ:ﬂnrﬁhmmmhmmt

threatens us.”
(7Tt will be seen by the Legislative reports, that
Messrs. Lockhart. MicDonald, and Jeremiah Smith
bave been elected Judges for the 4th, 10th, and 11th

then,
not been
if it be
in

*The news by the Massachusetts had no other ef.
fect upon the market than to fxcite the flour market
and put up the views of holders very considerably.
Some ask 87. About 2500 bbls were sold at 86 75.

The buyers generally were looking for the news by
{the Dritannia. Sales wheat, 1 30 for Southern; 1 40
|for Genesee. 25,000 bushels Southern corn 79 cents
[per 56 lbs. Canal oats 50a52 cents; Southern 44a45.
Barley, prime 63 cents.

The news from abroad, by the Britannia, is of a
singular character. There is no doubt but that the
deficiency of foed in Ireland is very alarming, but a
large proportion of the excitement on the subject must
be attributed to political agitation. The free trade
interest in England, and the repealers in [reland, are
making the most of the matter 1o overthrow existing
regulations. In fact the proceedings at ** Concilia~
tion Hall” may almost be looked upon as attempting,
through panic, to legislate for Ireland as an inde
dent nation. The result may be a great moaification
of duties on corn. All the markets are surprisingly
firm under the circumstances. The railway gambling
in shares has broken down, but the sound railway
property is better than ever. The only results will
be fewer applications to Parlinment and a less de-
mand for money for the ** 10 per cent. deposit.” The
speculation in yarns for Germany, in anticipation of
an advance in the duties of the Zollverein, has also
stopped, from the announcement that the duties will
not be raised—a favorable result. The United States
are the only hope for a supply of food, and a mild or
late winter will add millions of wealth to our farming
interest,

-

(<= Col. A. C. Pepper, through Morrison's Demo-
crat, denies one of the statements, while he admifs the
truth of the rest, cocntained in the l4th chapter of
the Political Mysteries of Indianapolis. He ventures
to make this bold denial, because, he thinks, and so
says, that no one was present but ourselves, when he
made the proposition that we should nominate Cass
last winter. It happens that another, and a disinter-
ested person, was present, and did hear Pepper make
the proposition now denied by him: When the pro-
per time comes, the testimony of this person, i addi-
tion to our own, will be forthcoming. Every word
of the statement in question is true, and we can prove
it. The public therefore can judge as to whose * ge.
racity, integrily, and honor™ comes up missing.
| and as to who is guilty of deliberate falsehood.

Noraxp's Forx Rainroan.—The people of Centre-
\ville, Indiana, as we learn from the Wayne County
Record, are bent on making a Railroad from Centre-
ville to Counersville, to connect with the Whitewater
Canal. At a meeting at Centreville on the 15th inst.,
nearly 820,000 were subscribed, and the Record is of
opinion the work will be made,

(7~Reid's beautiful poem, “Gulzar, or the Rose
Bower,” based on transzlations of the great Persian
poet Hafiz, is selling rapidly. Lovers of elegant lit-
erature should call at the bookstore without delay.

(~Mrs. Bolton's Lines on the Battle Ground of
Tippecance, are very highly spoken of, as being

among the best of many good pieces written by that
lady. {

(7~ The proceedings of several County Conventions
which have appeared in the Tri-Weekly, are neces-
sarily excluded from the columns of our Weekly
paper.

New Post Orrice.—A new post office has been es-
tablished at Kokomo, Richardville county, and A.

| Clark, Esq. appointed postmaster.

(=7From fifty to sixty thousand pounds weight of
| lead mineral hLas been raised by eight mipers in one
!dm}' in lllinois. The mineral sold at §22 per thou-
|sand. Taking fifty-five thousand as the amount rais-
ed, it would make the product of one day’s labor of
| eight men, one thousand two hundred and ten dollars,
This is the most profitable day’s work ever performed
i the mines.

Short sentences sometimes do more than long dis-
’C()lll“.i('é. We can remember the one, while we can
scarcely find time to read the other. One is like a
,gmdc post; distinctly pointing out our way; the
 other like a general map, in which we are often puz-

| zled, after a long search to find out where we are.

THE MARKETS.

CINCINNATI, Dec. 2, 1545.— Hogs—We could find but a
| few sales in our round this moining. A sale yesterday af-
ternoon of 358 head,av wt 280 lbs., at §4 50 ; 200 do, good,
at same; 300 do, av wt 200 Ibs. at $4 40 ; 50 do. av wi 230
to 259 Ibs, at $4 45; 94 do av wt 210 Jbs, at 4 37. A sale
this moming of 170 head, 2 medium lot, at $4 50. At this
| rate, however, there are more sellers then buyers. The
third lot of Indiana hogs arrived this moming.

Flour—A sale of a wagon load of Rye Fiour this moming
at $4 30. Wheat flour is selling by diay load from store at
$4 3024 50. There is no demand for shipment. The last
sale was at §5.

NEW YORK, Nov. 26, 1845.—The quantity of bread
stuffs now coming to tide water is near 300,000 bbls per
per week, worth $2,100,000 weekly. The price of other pro-
visions is also advancing. The receipts of Flour and Wheat
at tide water will reach fully 3,000,060 bble. against 2,500,
| 000 bbls. last year—the latler averaged $44 per barrel, and
| sold for $11,100,000, The present price of Flour is $7, and

if the receipts, as they may command $6 avemge, the value
[ wiil be $18,000,000 sold from (ke canal. This for one arti-
cle only gives a credit of $7,000,M00 more against the Atlan-
[ tie cities in favor of the West, than was the case last year.
This amount must cither be remitted thither in increased
sales of goods or in specie. It will be specie to some ex-
tent, but the swelling credits of banks in this State and in
| Ohio will promote extensive purchases of goods, and tend, in
an eminent degree, by diverling trade from its legitimate
channels to bring on a revulsion. In order lo observe the
immease benefit whish a foreign demand is to the farmers,
we will compare prices August 1 and Nov. 19 in the New

York market :
Genesee Flour, £4 25a4 31 6 87 7 00
Rye - 2 §7a3 25 4 3724 M
Corn Meal, 2 31a2 50 3 87ad 12
Wheat, bushel, 80al 00 1 46al B0
Ryve, North, 68a 69 792 80
Corn, * 542 54 85a 87}
Oats, 42a 44 52 53
Cheese, 54a64 7a 8§
We mentioned lately the probable course of the Flour
market in relation to the Eonglish demand. It is now well
ascerfained that all the accounts which reached us of the
| state of the harvest were grossly exaggerated. The Eog-
[ lish crops are deficient to some extent, but less so than on

| the state of the atmosphere, which has shown itsell but Jitile | some occasions. The state of the Irish potato crop is 2 mat-

ter of more importance, and it operates peculiariy. It ap-
pears that many potaloes, dug in a state apparently healthy,

|

| Rhenish provinces, have been better treated ; but the disease | decay rapidly whea put down for preservation, and therefore

| & real want may take place early in the spring. At present
| prices are pot high, or is there any real distress. If the
accounts brougot are true to any considerable extent, it will
not be until early in the summer that the effects will be-
come apparent. If the potatoes will not keep, holders will
naturally press sales, and this will depress prices for the pre-
| sent, until exhaustion makes the demand real. In order to
counteract the a:licipated evils, the Dublin corporation pro-
posed two measures, whieh, if adopted by the imperial gove
ernment, will be of great interest to the Usnited States,
These_ are to probibit the export of food from Ireland, and
also distilistion. Io order lo estimate the effect which such
measures would produce upon the supply of food in Ireland,
we may lake the number of guarters of each kind of grain
imported into England for twenty-one years,in periods of
seven years each :
Wheat & Flour. Oats & Meal. Barley. Telal,

qrs. grs.
1821-27  2.905,280 8335915 456321 11,773,572
I828-34 4672825 12460,102 999,759 18,299,403
I885-41 2959060 15454536 917,535 19568635

This is equal to 2,500,000 bushels of whest per sonum,
The quantity of liquor distilled in Ireland, sccording to of-
ficial returna, is 14,000,000 gallons aversge, which is eguiv-
alent 1o 8,000,000 bushels of grain or food, sume being po-
taloes, barley, &c. These two measures would, therefore,
give Ireland 10,500,000 bushels of food more, providing those
who most want it are able to buy, and thus the government
will probably aid by the construction of public works to em-
ploy them.

The effect will be on Englind to enhance the deficiy of
her own crops by the amount usually obtained fiom Irels

Judicial Circuits, for the term of seven years each.




